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STUDIE

AN ATTEMPT AT ESTABLISHING VALUES STRUCTURE
AND VALUES ORIENTATION MEASURING*

(Family table — on the basis of the preparatory materials for the Ethnographic Atlas of Slovakia)

ZORA APATHYOVA-RUSNAKOVA
Narodopisny istav SAV, Bratislava

The problem of values study is not new to
ethnography. Ethnography as a historical science
has always felt an urgency to determine historical
extent of the studied phenomenon in the given
historical period. The demand for technically
different mode in approach to values measure-
ment is inherent in the necessity to differentiate
inner mechanisms of elementary culture-carrying
processes in order to prevent (or as the case may
be, to forbid) the dehumanization of human
environment. Nevertheless, the dehumanization
threat is the reflection of the deculturalization and
vice versa. Such a danger usually arises then and
there when within historically short periods, under
the influence of external factors, rapid fundamen-
tal socio-structural changes come about, abolish-
ing thus traditional orientation priorities without
providing adequate — in culture already worked
out immanent substitutes — models. System of
practical culture, though, is often unable — due to
shortage of time — to work out new impulses in
accordance with the historical ecosphere of cultur-
al being. Thus the danger of new impulses
overvalueing, that may lead up to the loss of
recognition of the needs of width continuity
structure arises, causing also a drop-out of internal
mechanisms of cultural balance.

Presented article aims at surveying ethnog-
raphic phenomenon — a traditional cultural model
— as a complex of values contents and an object of
values orientation. I started off from the belief
that to recognize the indices of values orientation
is only one half of ethnographic truth, because an
ethnographer should be able to establish what
does a given guideline mean from the point of view

of the necessity of practical culture balance. While
attempting to solve the problem I have picked out
a simple and — within its basic outlines more or
less — universally known object. For
a methodological experiment it has an advantage
that the material body remains surveyable and
controlable from the beginning up till the end of
the analyses.! The core of the studied data is
presented in tables and graphs. This resulted from
the very nature of the studied material data base
collection, facilitating to approach the set task
through searching for modes of values measure-
ment. Thus, the problem of evaluation process is
not pertinent here, but through practical values the
coherences of being and prime value of the target
object are being searched for.?

The materialization of the set aim is based on
a philosophical category of value, though it is
known that there is no universal criterion for the
so-called axiologic objectivism. The instruments
of evaluations are norms. “A norm is both
a prerequisite and a product of evaluation... Itis
actualized, because inbetween a norm and a value
there is functional interdependence ... condition-
ality... and tension. Which aspect of norm will be
actualized depends on the potential values.
— Confrontation and motion of norms are neces-
sary for humanization of human world, though.
— Thus the values of norms may and must be
bilaterally compared, they may be measured but
never measured off as there exist no absolute
valuation criteria.’”

Thus, in spite of the difficulties in defining and
measuring values, practical opinion on the exist-
ence of certain objectivity in their measurement
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and definition is valid. Such an objectivity is for
example “evident after the transfer from individu-
al to social evaluation™, “in surveying morality
values aided by introducing the category of beam
value™, or in cases when the relative value
becomes the absolute one, for though it contains
the relation to subject, yet it’ is a universal one.”®
All these are relations that are somehow interre-
lated, or in other words, they delimitate above all
objects of ethnographic research.

In ethnography, where the suggested base of
scientific invariable is the tradition process that
keeps in itself the genetic codes of culture — both
the essential character and relational being of
values as well, may be and de facto are accepted as
an ontological fact. — Genetic codes of culture
exist as fundamental constituents of cultural
continuity; they enter the relative values (ele-
ments of changes) and confer upon them part of
their essence to the same amount as those new
constituents are capable to penetrate culture
“beam-like”, being in accordance with the new
conditions of historically emerging things and
approaches of subjective evaluation. In so far as
the newly formed (historical) values are capable to
clear off individual peculiarities of subjectsand the
process of life incorporates them in and confer
upon them part of the essential culture charac-
teristics — they become integral part of historical
form of structures, they become at the same time
relative and absolute values. E. g. in the case when
in a value of a period table its artistic-craftship
value ceases to dominate, becoming thus integral
‘part of furnished room inhabited by a prosperous
family. — Presented stratification of the problem-
approach to the issue of values and evaluation
emerges from the material at our disposal in the
presented work; a big domestic dining table from
the rural neighbourhood dating back to not so
distant past has become means for obtaining
information. Its finite value is in the country folk
surroundings up to the date actualized also
through the ceremonial character imbued thus in
a partial way with the arch value of the sacrificial
altar; this is a concrete example of the above
described characteristics of processual being and
cultural value.

There is as yet no universal interpretation of the
origin and the development of the archetype of the
present day big dining table. Typologically this
piece of furniture was known already in antique
Rome where one-, two-, three-, and four-legs
tables were also recognized (oval tables are
documented in rent houses), but they were not
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used in the known to us combination with a chair.”
There exist also theories accounting various re-
gions of selforigination of table by gradual eleva-
tion of the table basis.® Many authors are inclined
to support the opinion that the piece of furniture
today taken for a table has developed in the region
of ancient civilizations of the Near East where the
table basis followed the development of an ele-
vated arm-chair — a throne.” In the rest of
Europe, then, the table in its finite functional form
spread out through the mediation ‘of Rome,
Byzantine and early Middle-ages Christian civili-
zation (the furniture of the first Christian
churches).'® The symbol of the Last Supper'! was
for example one of the most frequent icono-
graphic cathedral motifs. It seems highly probable
that the table was brought to the people with
different table manners (e.g. dining on a board
while the persons sat on the ground — this is
generally ascribed to the old Celts, Germans and
Slavs'?) essentially in a pictured form and only
later became domestic in reality. Another way of
mediation is documented in many linguistic docu-
ments from various European regions, bearing the
evidence of Latin or Greek origin of the local
name for a big four-edged table. On the break of
the millenium the big dining table is used on our
territory as well, in the courtier’s and surely in
monastic neighbourhood. It is supposed not to
have a stabile place at that time, being folding and
portable with a changeable table basis.'* Only
during the following centuries also on our territory
are developing separate dining rooms in the
dwellings. In the manor’s banquet halls massive
dining tables found their permanent implementa-
tion. In the folk neighbourhood the long dining
table in its folding form with legs.

On our territory the big table had fully devel-
oped into its function with a stable place probably
only in the Middle-ages urban society'? that
ascribed also judicial meaning to it (discussion by
the table) and managed to develop also a new
culture of table manners with the adoption of new
table utensils that were initially adopted in rich
noblemen and patrician households."® Historical
penetration of big dining table as a stable compo-
nent of the household furnishings of the individual
lower strata of society was related to the availabili-
ty of the smoke-free floor space and consequently
certain material prosperity and culture advance in
dwelling. Concerning the culture of feudal village
the question of temporal and spacial expansion of
a big table has not as yet been satisfactorily solved
mainly due to the lack of direct historiographic



material.'® For the past, the ethnographic prob-

lems do not arise from the doubt cast on the
presence of a table already in the Middle Ages in
the ceremonial sphere of the given culture, but
from the relation to its functional values in
everyday life.'” The question reads as follows:
when did the table become a stable and universal
component of the peasant room furnishings or, as
the case may be, until what period was it placed
aside when folded and used only for festive
occasions.

Though lacking direct evidences for universal
validity of the custom of mere festive placement of
a table (being already in that century such
a universally widespread component of room
furnishings that it mostly did not come to the
researchers’'minds to ask about the opposite re-
miniscences'®) material gathered about the “far-
mer’s table”?” can also be admitted as an indirect
evidence. On the other hand, it would mean that
the functional value of “farmer’s table” is consi-
dered to be a temporary or qualitatively new form
of value symbol in the folk culture. Coming back
to the issue of dating — if the above described is
accepted as plausible — it is necessary, then, to
consider the relativelyrecent generalization
of the so-called traditional room table corner.
Thus, it means that the beginning of its gradual
stabilization goes back to the mid 18™ century.
— In the 20™ century, within the peasant neigh-
bourhood in Slovakia, practically all basic stylistic
types of the so-called big room table were
recorded; from the Gothic one through the
massive Renaissance table up to the recent stylis-
tic types. Well known are also various regional
stylistic offshoots, but always with the table basis
of small format cca 70 X 80 ¢cm or 80 X 100 cm,
respectively. The presented mean size of a table
may be related to the urgent necessity of propor-
tionality in furnishings of often the only perma-
nently inhabited room in a peasant house. Its size
documents also the habit of eating from one dish
only. Bigger tables, with the size of the table basis
cca 100 x 110 cm*' beside eating from separate
table dishes evidently document also the over-all
higher degree of accomodation culture. With the
increase in floor space since the mid 19" century
the number of tables in a house increased, too,
evidently due to the fact that a room without
a table is not a proper room and that the everyday
functions of a traditional room were taken over by
a kitchen.

Thus, after the preceding inevitable recapitula-
tions at last we come to the actual material of the

present paper. Total sum of subject data base
presented in the paper was created by a set of
authentic utterances — different formulations of
a norm — actually meaning a rejection of sitting on
a table, including also the appraising utterances
reasoning the meaning of this rejection. The
material was obtained by a public survey sent out
in 1979 to the municipal national councils of those
regions where the data for the preparation of the
Ethnographic Atlas of Slovakia were gathered
from. The survey appeal was repeated twice and
altogether more than two-thirds of the letter were
received back. Yet, the answers obtained after the
latter appeal have not changed substantially the
content structure of the former data base because
the matter concerned was not the regional con-
densing or broadening of the network but actually
the precision of the previously applied network,
instead. The survey, printed on one page only,
with several thematically different verification
questions concerned organization phenomena of
public and family life during the interwar period.
The last question read: Underline: it is permitted
— it is not permitted to sit on the table. If the
response is negative, specify the reasons.

In its formulation the question was addressing
the present day people. It followed the questions
on placement of already cut bread; the method of
deviding bread and meat when the family had
their meals together. It seems that in its simplicity
and classification its chosen position was lucky and
provoking, resulting in obtaining 164 active-ex-
planatory answers — see TABLE 1. Many of the
answers were multi-argumented, i.e. they con-
tained several partial values. Numeral ratios of
answers and their meaningful parts — see TABLE
2.

Relations presented here inform only about the
way our material was obtained without comprising
almost any ethnographic or value correlation.
Obtained 273 items of arguments represent a very
diverse material. It comprises various formula-
tions of norms rejecting sitting on the table,
specifying many diverse values attached somehow
to the table. Moreover, individual answers reflect
imbalanced degree of personal involvement in the
case. Thus, our data base represents material
validating notoriously known case that the values
seldom conform to the conditions of accountabili-
ty and equality. French axiologist Edmund Gob-
lot, who in 1927 attempted to apply formal
standpoints on the values material, suggested to
apply the method of estimation in case the
so-called non-economic or all the other values are
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TABLE 1

Evaluation of co-operation concerning the following question:
it is not permitted to sit on the table. If the response is negative, specify the reason.

Underline: it is permitted —

Quality of Question With a passive With an active Total
co-operation unresponded response response i
total number of 1 15 164 180
localities
250
TABLE 2
Evaluation of the active responses structure
Number of & Total number
localities > . & ? ! : of 164 localities
number of total number
arguments per 1 2 3 4 5 ] of 273
locality arguments
TABLE 3
Summary of active response meanings structure
Total number of Number of meanings Number of meanings
given meanings after standardization after standardization
273 38 9

ETHICAL VALUE OF A TABLE — VECTORS RATIO AND THEIR STRUCTURE

—

MININ

Negation of

TP FTFETFTETRTEFFTEFTTETE,

\\\‘&%\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\Y\\\\\\\\\m\ \1\‘//

Table as a piece of furniture. Explicitly expressed values

Table as a place the religious values are connected with

M Y

Table as a place the fcod and eating values are connected with

//// A A SFTITS
| O A 2 A Y

Table as a traditional symbol of family prosperity

T TTETTSITIIA

of ethical
value Society and other walorization of a table
of a table |without traditionalized value loading
-1]0 31 48750 156 237

concerned. He claims that the values must be
estimated with the help of fictious units — similar-
ly to yet another measurement — then they will be
all the more appropriate the better they suit the
conditions of accountability and equality. Quan-
tities may be regarded as equal if they do not allow
the given possibilities of comparison to be consi-

dered unequal.??
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It appears to be satisfying (similarly to the
Goblot’s ascertainments confirmed also by our
material) that the value does not increase in
a direct proportion to the quality of the item, as it
is at its peak in a certain optimal amount of
items.

If we compare the relations evaluated as
“Graph of the orientation degree on individual



types of values of a table -
ﬁ#!vnHmehDHnwam to the following table:
ethic contents and moral impact

of the studied value

ot an argument
in a compound

the order
answer

1 =——

y -
T
i i

it is permitted to sit on the table

it is inconvenient

it is dangerous

it is not commonly used

it is improper yet not prohibited

a chair is meant for sitting on (it is non=functional)

it is anti-aesthetic

it is not social

it is not cultural

it is non=human

it was kept-up also in the past

it is anti-hygienic

a table is meant for taking one § meals (it is nen-functional
it is non-dignified

it is an infamy, desecration of a table

it is a disgrace of a meal

it is prohibited

the whole family takes the meal by the table

one writes/reads by the table

family events are arranged by the table

a table was the place where family documents were deposited
a table is providing with the whole family living (among the craftsmen
a table is the most respectable piece of Furniture

pecple take their meals on the table

fpod is prepared on the table

bread is/was kept on the table

it is a sin

people used to say prayers by the table

table is clean|

a table is a sacred place of a house

a table is as an altar

a table is blessed

a table is an altar

the godsend bread i{s placed on the table

hallowed food is placed on the table|

the Eucharist is/was placed on the table

S/he who sits on the table will suffer from ulcers
children up to four-years-olds are permitted to sit on the table

4

value orientation
in the number
of responses

504

35

1. children up to four-year-olds are permitted to
2. S/he who sits on the table will suffer from

ulcers
3. the Eucharist is/was placed on the table

arguments number 5—27 (or, as the case may be
sit on the table

3—27) of the total sum of the following 38 types:

EE FOR INDIVIDUAL TYPES OF PARTIAL VALUES OF

that subjectively arranged composition

.

usion

ments of the whole unit. On the contrary, even
further layers of arguments of compound answers
are centralized. Central part at present comprises

types of partial values of a table”” we come to the
of multi-reasoned information does not increase
the number of qualitative classes of value argu-

GRAPH OF THE ORIENTATION DEGR

A TABLE

concl
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4. hallowed food is placed on the table

5. the godsend bread is placed on the table

6. atable is an altar

7. atable is blessed

8. atable is as an altar

9. atable is a sacred place of a house
10. a table is clean
11. people used to say prayers by the table
12. itisasin
13. bread is/was kept on the table
14. food is prepared on the table

15. people take their meals on the table

16. a table is the most respectable piece of
furniture

17. a table is providing the whole family living
(among the craftsmen)

18. a table was the place where family documents
were deposited

19. family events are arranged by the table
20. one writes/reads by the table
21. the whole family takes the meal by the table
22. it is prohibited
23. it is a disgrace of a meal
24. it is an infamy, desecration of a table
25. it is non-dignified
26. a table is meant for taking one’s meals (it is
non-functional)
27. it is anti-hygienic
28. it was kept-up also in the past
29. it is non-human
30. it is not cultural
31. it is not social
32. it is anti-aesthetic
33. a chair is meant for sitting on / (it is
non-functional)
34, it is improper yet not prohibited
35. it is not commonly used

36. it is dangerous

37. itis inconvenient

38. itis permitted to sit on the table

From the frequency of items in the graph it
follows that the orientation of value statements is
embodied in the idea of value of a family
table. This value in the presented material
increases there and then where a table represents
the place of a house/flat where the whole family gets
together while performing the most honorable
activities. Mostly food-taking and table manners
are considered to be activities of the set type.
However, the occurance of a serious debate and
ceremonial feasting is mostly latent in the re-
sponses — evidently they are considered to be an
occasional position of previous arguments.
Although an equivalent material — say, from
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SCHEME OF STRUCTURE OF ETHIC CONTENTS AND MORAL IMPACT OF VALUE OF TABLE

Table 4.
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E sign of a food item é a sign of honorary place % a sign of moral commandment
8 2 in a dwelling =
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0 |atailoris permitted to sit on the
table'®
1 | children up to 4 years old are
permitted tosit on table
2 | s/he who sits on a table will
suffer from ulcers
3 |thesacrament of the altar is put 6 |atableisanaltar
on the table
4 |...hallowed food items are 7 |atableis blessed
put on the table
5 |the godsend gift is placed on 8 |atableisasanaltar
the table
9 |atable is a sacred place
10 |atableisclean
11 |people used to say prayers by
the table
13 | bread was kept on the table 16 |atable is the most honorable 22 |itis prohibited
piece of furniture
14 |food is prepared on the table 17 |the whole family gets nutrition 23 |itis a disgrace of a meal
by the table
15 |people take their meal by table | 18 |atableis a place where family 24 |itisanabuse of atable
documents, books of prayers 25 |itis non-dignified
and money were deposited
19 | family events are arranged by 26 |it was kept up also in the past
the table
20 |one writes/reads by the table
21 |the whole family take the meals 27 |atable is meant for taking
by the table one’s meal from it
28 |itisnon-human
29 |itis not usual
30 |itis not cultural
31 |itisanti-social
s e e e o e 32 |itisimpolite but not prohibited
33 |itisanti-hygienic
34 |itis non-aesthetic
35 | chairs are meant for sitting on
36 |itisdangerous
37 |itis permitted to siton a table
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VALUE NOD OF A TABLE IN THE PRESENT DAY TRADITIONAL CULTURE

the first quarter of this century is not available at
hand, still there exist numerous data (mainly
thanks to the data of the archives of Ethnographi-
cal Atlas of Slovakia) on different corresponding
symbols of a table in that period. Such are e.g. the
data on the placement of a table within the space
of a house/room — very frequently the only
inhabited place. In a room a table was placed into
a sacred corner (above it there were pictures of the
saints) in front of the windows, opposite a stove.
Retreat of the phenomena in temporal relations is
presented in the attached map of EAS. Often
a loaf of bread placed on the table was a symbol of
a farm prosperity for which father — the head of
a householf was responsible. As in the Slovakia
region a table was more often than not rather
small and as “the men brought bread to the
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family””, “they did the toughest work”, they had
the first and foremost right to sit by the table.
There existed regions — as documented in yet
another map of EAS — where women could have
their meals by the table only standing by at most
and usually while feeding children who were
sitting on a bench or a little table beside the
table.”* Only during the festive days the whole
family gathered around a table — on such occa-
sions it was wound with an iron chain — a symbol
of the family union all the year through (during the
Christmas Eve supper). In this context we can
claim that the value of a table was concentrated
into the leading idea of a farm table or
a house table and only occasionally it was
applied as a value of a family table. Possibilities for
further interpretation of this meaning are referred



to in therpart dealing with the history of a table.

The developmental influence that had caused
initially economic relief, i.e. separating economic
and social sphere of the family, alongside the
influence of the overall change of living conditions
resulted in the relief of the social relations within
a family. They were optimalized anew due to
democratic coherence forming at the same time
a new variant of the leading value of the studied
problem — the value of a family table.
The transfer in the finite actual evaluation of
a table is evident in the presented sum of
arguments, though perhaps not exemplary ex-
pressive, since it is not contradictory to the
previous evaluation but in fact to a certain degree
complementary. The former festive principle here
turns out to be an everyday one.

What is then the degree of transition of the total
value of a table one can take into consideration?
And what is actually meant by the overall value of
a table? — The reader has not as yet been given the
answer to the question where did the number of 38
types of value-oriented arguments applied as the
graph quantities arise from. By means of reduc-
tion, where the eloquence was not taken into
account, because it was especially the source of
variability of survey data. On the other hand,
among the graph quantities were accepted also
sporadic responses representing subjective
character of the approach to evaluation; the
reason behind was that they seemed to deny the
acceptance of traditionalized value. Further ab-
ridging of individual “types” is, of course, possible
but for the time being the responses were con-
densed only to a limit corresponding to the
demand of documenting the status quo in the
transfer of the emphasis in evaluation.

When the standardized statements are transfer-
red on to a beam-graph, a more vivid image on the
stratification of the valorizing components of the
unit value under study may be reached. The graph
is entitled: Value nod of a table in the
present day traditional culture.
Graphical basis of the picture consists of axis
coordinates. In the point of intersection there is
a planary picture of the fundament of the studied
socio-cultural value of a table in the spectral
analysis: O — table — family — meal. When we
take a closer inspection of relations between the
graph quantities we come to the conclusion that
the given fundamental value components are
derived from the acquired evaluating statements.
Fundament, thus, becomes both the core of
valorizing values and the reflection of the dia-

chrony of the ethic unit. The evaluating statements
themselves are transferred on the graph starting
not from the O point already, but only from the
perimeter of global core, forming thus the fourth
actualized layer of ethic potential of values of
a table in a culture under study. The quantities are
identical to the types of the previous graph where
it is possible to read the exact number of their
occurance, too. On the axis net they were applied
only according to Goblot’s recipe, i.e. by estima-
tion. The appropriatness of placement of such and
such statement may be disputed, but I believe that
the basic value relations were, in spite of lacking
the technique, set accurately.

When applying the quantities on the graph
I started off from the following account: as
having one’s meal comprises statutory
alongside with social and biological values, it
means, that it represents also the presence of
quality of existential sacrum.?® The items of this
quality do appear in the data base of the other
statements, too but their extreme symbolic value
is represented by the Eucharist. Because the
existential sacrum as an infrastructural compo-
nent is the elementary representative of the
evolutionary development of being within our
data base, I decided to apply the above mentioned
two qualities as deadline values on the horizonital
axis of the graph. The vertical axis wassetby the
negation of a table as an ethic value;
its upper counterpoint where the maximal evalua-
tion of a table as an item of furniture turns into the
most prestigeous sacred place of a house,
household, family. All the other quantities I striv-
ed to articulate into the net in the marginal
values of individual coordinates according to the
relationship key. In the process of ordering the
values on the graph I strived to keep up to a certain
outer itemizing system. I distinguished the folk-
belief — related responses and the secular ones as
well as the ethic-based ones as opposed to the
moral-based omes. The diagonal axes should
indicate better orientation in thematic subgroups;
we may only, good will permitting, consider them
to be the markers of variant blocks of value
statements.

It is true, that the presented process of articulat-
ing of axiologic quantities in the beam-graph did
not as yet lead to find the way to precise further
immanent culturologic dependencies, i.e. rela-
tions between a superstitious taboo, religious
taboo, moral taboo and an exception. Yet, this
picture may be considered to be a graphic elucida-
tion of an idea about structure-forming factors of
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value simultaneously with the idea about its
sources. The beam-graph contribution of its own
right is that it may be considered at a probe
measurement of the penetration of the value under
study into a farmers culture of a village during the
time of the study.

Just after the first introduction to the material of

the survey it was evident that the individual
responses to the question under study (with the
exceptions of the subjectivistic character) are of
ritual and routine character. They do not stand
only by themselves but are complementary and
explanatory to one another.”® One may notice that
only in co-operation they form a skeleton of
something that have later — see TABLE 4 — been
labelled ethical value of a family table.
Individual responses have thus been presented as
the signs of value. With respect to the signs of
value the axiologist BroZik claims that the sign is
always conventional because what is the sign
depends on customs, traditions; on the other side
there is the value that is not conventional in
itself.”” What is it like then?
Table 4 presents the answer to the question within
the value field relations. The table represents
the degree of value structure knowledge in the
hierarchy of both practical and theoretical signs
that appear to be inevitable for identification and
life of value. In approach to the table construction
1 started off from the already known data base of
38 types of value statements. Their particular
character was a good guideline in mapping of
spacial and dynamic relations of the axiologic unit
under study — ethic value of a family table.

Types of value statements were placed into the
Table 4 according to partial contents reflected to
in their first plan. That draw us closer to the
decoding of the analytical key of the value. Factors
of the first plan of the key are of the factual-
behavioral and formal contents. In the Table they
are marked by graphically most expressive fram-
ing; in the horizontal level there are factors of
factual and behavioral nature and in the vertical
level those of formal one. Value signs, i.e. types of
value statements are graphically in reverse posi-
tion to the relevant factors of the key. Factual
contents of value quantities (signs) are grouped
under two different denotations: food item sign
and a sign of honorary place in a dwelling.
Behavioral contents are grouped into a unified
denotation: a sign of moral commandment. This
material presents no information on the perform-
ance of the commandment in moral practice even
though the practice may be deduced.
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Following are the signs of formal qualities of the
pattern value — a table — presented as typifying
factors: a. openness to the functional exception,®®
b. statutary openness, c. superstitiousness, d.
religiousness, e.1. profanation traditionalized,
¢.2. profanation pseudosubjectivistic, e.3. profa-
nation subjectivistic f. profanation negating ethic
value (extinction of a traditional pattern). The
signs of formal qualities may also be framed by the
following categories: ceremoniousness, customar-
iness, tradition, rationalization. Formal qualities
are reflection of the behavioral contents. Motiva-
tion of behavioral contents is encoded in a par-
ticular historic presence (both manifested and
latent) of factual contents. Their presence in
different structural spheres of social consciousness
(here: historical, biological, sociological and cul-
turologic continuity) documents the vitality of
cultural pattern as orientation guide — priority.
Outward performance of the vitality of cultural
pattern is presented in as rich as possible rear-
rangement in strata of formal and content aspects
of conventional value signs. It is also analytically
presented by means of contextual notices above
the second and the third column of the Table.
Information gathered from the relations of the
fourth column is reflected in the relations within
the first column. Here we are — in the form of
abstract categories — referred to the ontologic
sphere of cultural and historical continuity that
endures only under the pre-requisite of formal and
content richness of the life of the values signs, their
diachronic layers. If a value sign may be consi-
dered as habitual and traditional, then a tradition
is a pattern values continuity shaping up process
carried out by particular value signs in a given
socio-cultural time-space continuum. It enables
us, thus, to refer to different traditions in social,
cultural, historical, geographical and other con-
texts of ethnographic data. In the abundance of
signs the emerging moral impact of cultural and
historic continuity of traditional value of a table is
not reflected only in the social sphere of family life
but operates also in the symbolic area of valoriza-
tion of food items and vice versa. Maximal range
of centripetal and centrifugal evaluations gamut is
an integral part of ethic wealth of value.

In the graph ‘“Ethic value of a table — vector
relations” one may see — in a more practical way
compared to Table 4 — the results of cummulated
sum of behavioral contents in the traditional
valorization process even without it and may
compare moral wealth of both tendencies.

The form in which we studied the responses of



the survey (38 types) was particularly profitable
for the problem-solving of the presented case-
study. Yet, it does not correspond to the ethno-
graphic categorization. ““Types” used are too par-
ticular — they may form variation blocks but still
they are not conform in the least to the current
ways of ethnographic phenomena co-ordination,
within the framework of which they may be
mutually compared. With respect to the described
needs, the material of the survey may be reduced
into 9 classes, characteristics with the prevailing
nature: 1. magic, 2. ecclesiastic, ceremonial and
religious, 3. family-ceremonial and folk law, 4.
family-boarding, 5. safekeeping — depository, 6.
prestigeous-working, 7. moral with ethic loading,
8. social without ethic loading, 9. negation of
value.

Beside others, already widely used, some new
specific terms were applied in the presented
classification — i.e. such notions as ethic and
moral. As what matters here are formal classifi-
cation criteria of quality of further possible data,
I will do my best to define these notions verbally.
The words “ethic” and “moral” are within the
given context terms of syncretic character, its
highest degree being in the word “ethic”. The
word “moral” contains socio-normative modality
of “ethic”.

It seems evident that the given classes were
formed depending on our ethnographic know-
ledge about functioning of a table in broader
cultural and social relations. In occasional effort to
place the material of the survey into the
traditionalized image of a table — that may get
closer to the so-called essence of value — we come
to the conclusion that the survey data base, in spite
of evident correspondence — is neither in its
number nor in its meaning representative. It does
not sufficiently comprise up till now still operating
in one’s consciousness, and most frequently reoc-
curring in the practice, functions of a table
— arguments of its further partial inherited values
— that occur mainly in magic, ceremonial and
judical contexts.

— Although the magic taboo is marked out in
the data base of the survey, yet it is marked out
only as moral taboo — “s/he who sits on the table
will suffer from ulcers”. We are well aware that
a table was customarily used as a magic anti-fire
requisite to protect a house.”®

Even the protective-prosperity function of
a table in connection to the house — family — farm
(that is accumulated and in its ultimate position in
the ceremonial tradition of table-manner on

Christmas Eve) does not occur as an explicit
argument in the acquired data base. Up to this
date Christmas is recognized in this country as
a family festival (state-acknowledged family festi-
val) so that many of its magic embellishments
aimed at tightening the family members may occur
also in the form of valorization of a table as
a centre of family activities on Christmas Eve.*”

A table as a place of welcoming guests does not,
equally, occur as an individual argument among
the data of the survey. In the studied surroundings
only, occasional, honorable guests (e.g. non-resi-
dent relatives, persons with especially valued
status or aim of a visit, etc.) used to be ushered to
the table in the past. Thus, evidently this fact is
comprised in those responses underlining the
honorability of a piece of furniture itself, that may
of course mean that the phenomenon still sur-
vives.*!

— Among the survey data is only latently
comprised the customary value of a family table
where it serves as a ceremonial requisite of
customary judical acts, e.g. when accepting a new-
born into a family (when they placed him/her on
the table, under the table, respectively), or when
accepting a new bride into the bridegroom'’s
family house and the like. On a considerable
spread out of the presented phenomena in the
inter-war period one is informed by the data of
EAS.

It is explicit, that the existence of certain types
of customary component of the ethic value of
a table has fully dropped out of the data at hand. It
may have happened as well under the influence of
the contents of the question presented in the
survey. Naturally, on the other hand, we cannot
fail to take into account that the zero occurance of
such an argument in the survey is also an evidence
of the decline of a customary part of structure-
forming arguments of ethic value of a family table.
In the studied relations mainly those concerning
the acceptance of the new members into a family,
into a house. It is already known from the research
that the turn in the custom under study happened
under the influence of the external circumstances
cca after 1960, when a new regulation concerning
setting up a place of giving birth to a child solely in
the hospital began to be enforced. Since then,
roughly, large wedding parties began to be or-
ganized in large numbers in the culture centers
and since 1970 they were organized in the
restaurants as well. From the development aspect
the survey, thus, reflects a concrete shift in table
value constitution structure. [t documents the
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process of gradual decline of its contents as mainly
ceremonial requisite of a household for the benefit
of a functional requisite reflecting mutuality of
family members sitting by the table. A family table
preserves its ethic prestige as could be seen from the
Table 4 or from the last graph, only untill it remains
open to the values of ceremonial contents. Other-
wise a big table in its traditional form slips out the
furnishings of the household or eventually it is
degraded into a working-tool in the kitchen.

In the development of a current town- or
housing estate-type of a household, where a fami-
ly table practically exists only in a kitchen,
gradually but steadily one of the traditional stimuli
of life — ethic value of a family table — is slipping
out or via facti a kitchen becomes a central room in
a family life. An offer and demand for the
so-called living-room furniture with/without a di-
ning table may serve as an evidence of that fact.
According to the inquiries in the Bratislava
department store Prior, the ratio of the two above
mentioned types of rooms is approximately 1:4 to
the detriment of a dining recess; in the data of
realized sale and retail, the evident disproportion

NOTES

1 The reader may notice that in its material and
methodology the presented case-study gets closer to
something that may also be called micro-analysis
upside down.

2 Thus, I am joining the standpoint of M. VAROSS
stating that the values themselves are not solved by
sole knowledge of the valuation regularities... to
define them the analysis that falls into the sphere of
ontology is also necessary... it is the analysis of the
evaluated object and research of those components
that are usually evaluated within it. VAROSS, M.:
Uvod do axiolégie. Bratislava 1970, p. 7.

3 BROZIK, V. Hodnoty, normy a projekty sveta.
Bratislava 1969, pp. 67—83.

In science the valuation criteria are set by the
philosophic and — methodologic approaches of the
researchers. Marxism does not accept absolutization
of values and analytically makes accurate that “'by its
value-aimed approach to reality it studies only one
aspect of the actually forming up objective — subjec-
tive relations.” ARCHANGELSKI], L. M.
Materialisticko-leninska etika. Bratislava 1976, p.
138. The character of the presented aproach was
comprehended already by MUKAROVSKY when
he defined the value as a relation between subject
and object that is regulated by collective awareness.
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is claimed to be even higher and special dining-
room furnitures are offered only in a very low
number, mainly import.>

With the retreat of the family table, or with its
replacement into a small working space in the
kitchen, the orientation sign and functional space
of the most honorable place in a family dwelling is
evading from the family life. In no case one can
consider a lowered small table in a living-room to
correspond to the described socio-cultural contex-
ts and to sociological optimum in the well-estab-
lished table manners. Equally well, neither a small
kitchen can provide adequate space for social
activities of family members. A thing and a space
thus acquire temporary signs, fixing the feelings of
improvization.

Translation by
Mearia Staskova

* The study was written in 1977 and published in
periodical Narodopisné informacie, N° 3, 1984,
pp. 108—135 (in Slovak).

Problémy estetické hodnoty. In: Cestami poetiky
a estetiky. Praha 1971, p. 16. Marxist concept also
accepted so-called anthropologic value measurement
but provided it with a new sense by “deriving it from
the dialectic-materialistic understanding of a human
being as a developing naturo-historic material-
spiritual social being that creats its reality by itself, at
the same time it is being created and formed. Itis the
absolute criterion due to the substance/fundament
of human being and at the same time relative due to
the historic character of such humanity™... states
KUKLINKOVA, T. in the book: Hladanie meradiel
esteticke] hodnoty. Bratislava 1971, p. 143. See also
ARCHANGELSKI], L. M., o.c.,, p. 139.

4 GOBLOT, E.: La logique des jugements de valeur.
Paris 1927, in VAROSS, M.: o.c., p. 92.

5 STERN, A.: La philosophie des valeurs. Paris 1946,
in VAROSS, M.: o.c., p. 59.

6 HEYDE, E.: Wert. Eine philosophische Grund-
legung. Erfurt 1926; VAROSS, M.: o.c., p. 67.

7 CARCOPINO, J.: Domy a vnitorné zariadenie. In:
Anticky Rim. Bratislava 1967, pp. 23—38.

8 STRANSKA, D.: Skiifikové stoly. In: Cesky lid, vol.
49 n. 6, 1982, pp. 250-262, who also presents
further literature.

9 Currently e.g. CSILLERY, K.: A magyar napi
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lakaskultira kialakuldsanak kezdetei. Budapest
1982, p. 245.

BAGIN, A.: Krestanskd archeologia. Trnava—B-
ratislava 1977, pp. 51-54.

Indirectly points out to the eventual influence of this
symbol BEDNARIK, R.: Ludovy nabytok. Martin
1949, p. 13.

NIEDERLE, L.: Zivot starych Slovanti. vol. I, part
2. p. 878.

CSILLERY, K.: o.c., p. 247.

BEDNARIK, R.: o.c., p. 12 also assumes that
diverse development of forms of table on our
territory started in the Gothic period.
RADVANSZKY, B. states that table forks were
introduced to the king Mathew’s house only by
Italian Beatrix and in the rich landowners’ inven-
tories they began to occur only in the second quarter
of the 16™ century. Magyar csalddélet és haztartas.
Budapest 1896, p. 342-3.

Presented insufficiency did not allow even CSIL-
LERY, K. in the already cited current work to take
up unilateral standpoint related to the issue.
Historically older types of documented village table
forms are altogether either a carpenter work that
may be incorporated into the construction of
a house, or they may be naturist products replacing
— as the time went by — due to their age or otherwise
damaged original pieces.

PLESSINGEROVA, A. in the case-study Otizka
existence stolu, jeho vyvoja a stolovdni ve slovens-
kych dédinach pod Javorniky. In: Slov. Ndrodop.
vol. 19, 1962, p. 227-280 presents relevant
example.

MORVAY, J. in the book Azsonyok a nagycsalad-
ban. Budapest 1956 presents a story of old people
from the villages in the Métra region dating back to
the first haft of the 19" century saying that
evidently even the adults used to eat from a dish
placed on the floor in the middle of the
TOOM.

According to CSILLERY, K.: o.c., p. 254.
VALENTOVA, V. presents that in the Stary Tekov
vicinity a massive table with a drawer was called “ a
farmer’s table”, while a numerously more
widespread folding type (since the 1930ies all the
more frequently replaced by a four-legs type) had
neither the denomination nor the “sacral” prestige
of the preceding type of a table. The author supports
the opinion of those researchers who claim that
a table in the folk milieau was a relatively new piece
of furniture. L'udovy ndbytok z okolia Starého
Tekova (The folk furniture from the Stary Tekov
region.) Manuscript of doctoral dissertation. Bratis-
lava 1968, pp. 135—153.

Data on the size of a table are statistically-based on
the fund collection of tables of the Ethnographic
Institute SNM in Martin. Actual summary per-
formed in 1971.
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Subjective method of measurement, as the only
plausible at the time being, is supported by the
present day axiologists as well. E.g. BROZIK, V.:
o.c., p. 68.

According to the answers of the survey.

According to a fellow ethnographer VAVROVA, Z.
from Kogice, there exist as yet families formerly
having lived in villages and only recently moved into
cities where during the time when the families had
their meals the role of the women was only to serve
the meals for the other members of the family. They
had their meal only when all the others had finished,
obviously only what was left over, apart from the
others. Similar information about a young Bratislava
citizen formerly coming from rural disctrict, was
provided by colleague P. Salner.

In the structure of traditional values mainly of
ceremonial and customary character there exist
a collection of taboo elements, superstition-, relig-
ion- or folk-belief-based, respectively. On a certain
degree of analytical research it is required to
denominate such a group of elements by a universal
term. In some humanities, e.g. Polish and Hungarian
ethnography for a couple of decades the term
sacrum is used in this sense. The most general
definition of the term is that a sacrum is an
anthithesis to profanum. The quality of existential
sacrum could be denominated also as a quality of
a being’s sacredness, but such a linguistic form does
not keep in the context inevitable analyric distance.
See the appendix.

BROZIK, V.: o.c., p. 56.

Here I have in mind the one noted in many sources
and always at hand exception about a tailor sitting on
a table, though the material of the survey forbids to
sit on a table even for a tailor.

Occasional data from various parts of Slovakia are
comprised in the material of EAS. Relevant example
as well as further magic — ceremonial customs are
presented also by BEDNARIK, R.:cd., p. 13.
Absence of this argument in the data base is most
likely related to the lack of contexts in the survey; we
assume that it is not a sign of overvalueing gifts under
the Christmas tree; these gifts were and still should
be only an embellishing element of the traditional
mutuality of the feast.

Material relevant for this point was noticed and
published by MJIARTAN, M.: “When a strange
visitor comes into a house” (s/he who is not a family
member), s/he will be ushered into the room. If it is
a male, he will be seated by the table. If it is a woman,
she will not take a seat by the table but will stand by
the stove”. Ludové stavitelstvo. In: Banicka dedina
Zakarovce. Bratislava, 19635, p- 223—4. Also VAL-
ENTOVA, V.: c.d., and others.

Information gathered from Ms Magda PurdeSova
— chief of the Furniture dept. in the department
store PRIOR, Bratislava, November 1981.
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MONBITKA ONPEIEJIEHWUA CTPYKTYPHl OLIEHOK ¥ M3MEPEHHA
HEHHOCTHBIX OPHUEHTALMV (CEMEVIHBIVI CTOJ)

Pezrome

B cBoeil craThe aBTOp flenaeT MONLITKY MpUONHINTL
pelicHHe TpobneMsl  MAEHTH(UKALMM  OTHOLICHHHA
KYJIBTYPHOIO PABHOBECHSA B NPAKTHYECKOWH KYJIBTYpE.
OHa HOCHT XapakTep MEeTOAMYEcKOro OneiTa, B KO-
TOPOM MOCPE[CTBOM HacTHUHBLIX LEHHOCTEH OTHICKH-
BAIOTCA B3aUMOCBA3M OBLITHA W TlIaBHAs LEHHOCTH
n36paHHOro OOLEKTA, a TAKXKe TeHIeHUWH K CABHram
¥ M3MEHEHMAM rnaBHOM ueHHocru. B kavecrse no-
CPEeIHMKA MCCEOBAHNS CAYXHUT LIEHHOCTh BBICOKOTO
cemeitHoro obenenHoro crona. Hcxopeele ueHHOCT-
Hble BeNMYWHEI OBINM MONy4YeHBl NYTEM aHKEThI
B OTBETAX Ha BOMPOC:

LTIOOMepKHUTE: MOXHO — HENL3s CHAETE Ha CTOME.
Ecnu Henbas, TO HanMUIMTE, noudemy.’

M3 250 pasocnaHHbIXx aHKeT BosBpaTHiock 180
OTBETOB, M3 — KOTOPBIX NUlIL 164 comepskanu MHO-
rocnoiiHbie oTeeThl. [locnennne oOpasosanu mate-
pUANLHYIO COBOKYNHOCTb 263 MCXONHBIX LUEHHOCTHBIX
BenmM4UH M3yyenus. Ilocne MCKNIOUEHHS peveBoll Ba-
puabenpHOCTH OHM OBLTH, HAKOHEL, PEAYUMPOBAHBI
Ha 38 — ewe BechbMa KOHKPETHBIX — THHoB. B paGo-
‘Te ¢ 3THMH TUMaMmM Ha rpadukax u B Tabnuue, B ab-
CTParHpPOBAHHM OTHOCHTEIBHBIX CBF3EH LEHHOCTHBIX
BENHYHH B TIpafpHUeCcKo-KyAbBTYPONOTHUECKHE KaTe-
rOpHHM aBTOP BHMAHMT TEXHMYECKO-TIO3HABATENLHOE CO-
nepxanue csoero onbiTa. Ha rpadmke 1 — Crenens
OPHEHTHPOBAHHOCTH Ha OTHENBHBIE THITbl YACTHBIX
LEHHOCTEH BENWYWH — CPaBHMBAIOTCH OTHAENBHbIE
CIIOH APTrYMEHTOB B 3@8BHCHMOCTH OT MX NOCHEN0Ba-
TENLHOCTH B OTBETax. ABTOP OGHapyXuna, 4TO Jawxe
MaJbHEHIINE CNOH APryMEHTOB B OTBETaX He pacilin-
PAIOT AMANAa30Ha OLEHKH, HO NPHCOEAMHAIOTCA K 4ac-
TM THaBHbIX UEHHOCTe#H. M3 HMX BbeITEKaeT, 4TO
E COBPEMEHHOW HAPOIHOH KYJLTYPE B CNOBALKONW Ae-
PEBHE CTOJN CYMTAETCA TEM MECTOM [IOMAa, KBAPTHPBI,
rie Bed cembs cobGupaeTcd IS BhINOJHEHHS Haubo-
nee MOYMTAEMBIX AESTeNLHOCTEeH; CPelH HUX [0MH-
HUpYET efla W nupiuecTsa. [lo cpaBHeHWIO ¢ MaTe-
PHAZIOM, KOTOPLIA OTHocuTcs K nepuony I-# crpyx-
Typbl, Wi ke I-i monoBuHbl 20-r0 BEKa, MOKHO
TAKUM ©0Opa3soM KOHCTATHPOBATbL CHOBMI B oOLEH
OLIEHKE CTOJA, NOCKOMBLKY TaM €lle JOMHHUPOBANo
NPENCTARIEHHE KPECTBAHCKOrO €TONA — CTOJd A0Ma,
KOTOPOE B TNOBCEIHEBHOM MH3HH COEJMHANOCH TpeX-
[i€é BCETO C JIEHHOCTBIO MYXCKOTO MPECTHXA W TONb-
KO MO Npa3iHMKaM B HEH Haxo[uia MecTo H leH-
HOCTE ODIIHOCTH ceMbM (BCE B CMbICIE TaK Has. MH-
dosnoruueckoro miaioc). — lLleHHOCTHBIA y3en crona
B COBpPEMEHHOW TPaJMLIMOHHONH KyIbTYpe — 3TO Ha-
3BaHKWE myueporo rpadpuka (N 2). DTOT PUCYHOK
MOXKHO CYHMTAaTh HArNAHbLIM NPHOIHAKEHHEM npen-
CTABAEHUS O CTPYKTypooOpasyrommx (akropax LeH-
HOCTH M €€ HCTOYHMKax. BKiafom cocTasiaeHus jy-
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4eBoro rpacduka SBASETCH M TO, HTO €ro MOMKHO
CHHTATE COHZAXEM CTENEHH NMPOHHKHOBEHHMA HM3y4Hac-
MOH LHEHHOCTH B [AHHBLIA KYIbTYPHBIN CIHOH B NEPHON
uceneporanus. Tabnauua 4 npeacTarRadgeT UEHHOCTHOE
NONE B KOHKPETHBIX M abCTPAKTHBIX B3aMMOCBA3SAX.
ApTop Hazpana ee: CTPYKTypa 3THYECKOW LUEHHOCTH
H MOpalbHOE 3HAYeHHEe LEHHOCTEeN ceMeHHOro crona.
Tabauua aHAMUTHYECKM ONUCLIBAST W KOHKPETHO J0-
KYMEHTHPYET OTHOLUEHHMSI W TPEeANOCBUIKHA KYNBTYp-
HO=-MCTOpHYECKOR GOpMankHO-COfEPXKATENLHOA npe-
emcTBeHHocTH. OHa mno-ceoeMy OTpa)KaeT 3aKOoHO-
MEPHOCTH KOppPEsAUNH MOJHOTO CYLIeCTBOBaHHA-NPO-
JOIKMTENEHOCTH-COXPAHEHUA (3BEHTYANBHO M) MC-
ye3HoBeHus Apnennda. — [paduk 3 — JTHuecKas LeH-
HOCTb CTONAa — BEKTOpPHble OTHoleHuWa. OH 3aTesH
Kak oOpa3Hoe BBIPAXKEHHE KYMYJIMPOBAHHOTO CBEfe-
HUA OMXEBMOPaNbHEIX COLEPXKaHWA B TPaguLMOHHOM
npouecce OLEHKM M Ge3 HEero; HarmsAQHO CpaBHMBAaeT-
¢ MopanbHoe GoraTcTBo O0EUX TeH[EHLMM.

B nocnegHed YacTH CTaThH ABTOP PasMbllLIAET
HaJl TEPEeBOAOM CIMUIKOM KOHKPETHBIX THMOB Hac-
THYHBIX LEHHOCTEH B 3THOrpaHyecKMe KIiIacchl.
OHa pasMbIIIAET O TEXHHYECKHX H OOBEKTHUBHBLIX
NPUYMHAX BBINAJCHWA HEKOTOPbIX YACTHYHBIX LEH-
HOCTeW cTona — B ocoDeHHOCTH oOpAmoBOrC Xapak-
Tepa — W3 MaTePHANLHOTO KoMmnnekca ankeTsl. Obpa-
AeTCH BHMMAaHME Ha TO, 4TO dopManbHO-comep-
xkarenbHoe GoraTcTBo OYHKUMI CTONAa B CMBICIE
KYJTBTYPHO-HCTOPHYECKOH TNMPEeMCTBEHHOCTH HBISET-
cA 3KCTPanoONfALHEd LEHTPOCTPEMHTENBHBIX TEHEH-
UMA B JKM3HM CEMBM, M Er0 3aHMXKEHHAd OLECHKA,
BCTUTBIBAOIIASA TIaBHBIM 00pa3soM B HOBBIX TOpoj-
CKHX YCJOBMSAX, MOXET O3HA4YaTh OTPaXEHHE Kak
pa3 TMPOTHBOMOMOXKHBIX TEHIAEGHUMH B CcemeHHON
AH3IHH.

O uenax wu3ydyeHHs elle MOXKHO [0BaBHThL, 4TO
ONbIT OUEHKH OTHOWIEHUH 3KCTPanoMALMM CIYXKHI
ABTOPY B KAYeCTBE COHAXKA BO3ZMOXKHOCTH MOMyyYe-
HUSL KOCBEHHBIX OOBEKTHBM3WPOBAHHBLIX APIYMEHTOR
ANA  PacCUIMPEHHs 2THOTpadHYecKHUX NpencTaBieH i
00 opraHu3aluy CeMeRHOH XH3HH B Dojnee rinybokoMm
npouwoM. Pe3ynsTaT, NpHOOPETEHHBIH MYTEM OSHYK-
IHMH M3 H3IMEHEHMH OUEHOUHBLIX AOMMHAHT BBICOKOTO
cTona, 00obLeH TakK, 4TO aBTOP NPUCOSHHSAETCH K MHe-
HHIO TEX MCClefloBaresel, KOTOpble Pa3MbILLIAIOT 00
OTHOCHTENBHOH MONOJOCTH 3TOrO BMa MeGenu B Ka-
YECTBE MOBCENHEBHON OGCTaHOBKH XWIHIIA, H IPHBO-
auT cepeguny 18 — cepemmuy 19 BB. Kak nepuop
crabMan3auny CTona B MOBCEIHEBHOH 0oGCTAaHOBKE Je-
peBeHCKON KoMHaThl. OnHako 3TO 03HAYANo Obl, YTO
NpPenoNaraeMbli NaTPHaPXaIH3M M 3TO NPECTHXK KaHa-
NU3HPOBATTUCE HHOIL, 10 CHX NOP HE 3apPeruCTPHPOBAH-
HOM, NpeaMeTHON JOMUHAHTOMH.



VERSUCH EINER BESTIMMUNG VON WERTESTRUKTUREN UND EINER MESSUNG
VON WERTEORIENTATIONEN (Familientisch)_

Zusammenfassung

In ihren Beitrag versucht die Autorin der L&-
sung des Problems der Identifikation von Be-
ziechungen des kulturellen Gleichgewichtes in
der praktischen Kultur ndher zu kommen. Thre
Abhandlung hat den Charakter eines methodi-
schen Versuchs, in dem mit Hilfe von Teilwer-
ten die Zusammenhidnge des Seins und der
Leitwert des ausgewihlten Objekts gesucht
und die Tendenzen der Verschiebung und Ve-
randerung des Leitwertes erforscht werden. Als
Vermittler der Forschung dient der Wert des
hohen Familienspeisetisches. Die Ausgangs-
WertegroBen wurden mittels einer Enquete ge-
wonnen, in der die Respondenten auf folgende
Frage antworten sollten: Darf man oder darf
man nicht auf dem Tisch sitzen. Wenn nicht,
schreiben Sie auf, warum man nicht darf.

Aus 250 befragten Lokalitdten erhielt die
Autorin 180 Antworten, von denen 164 mehr-
schichtige Aussagen enthielten. Diese bildeten
das Material fiir 263 Ausgangs-Wertegréfien
der Studie. Nach dem Ausscheiden der sprach-
lichen WVariabilitdit wurden sie schlieBlich auf
38 noch immer sehr konkrete Typen reduziert.
In der Bearbeitung dieser Typen, in der Ab-
straktion der Relationen der WertegroBen zu
ethnographisch-kulturwissenschaftlichen Kate-
gorien erblickt die Autorin die technisch-er-
kenntnisméBige Erfiillung ihres Versuchs.

Im Diagramm Nr. 1 ,Der Grad der
Orientiertheit auf einzelne Typen der Teilwerte
des Tisches™ vergleicht sie die einzelnen
Schichten der Argumente nach ihrer Reihen-
folge in den Antworten. Sie konstatiert, dafB
die Spanne der Bewertung auch durch weitere
Schichten von Argumenten in den Antworten
nicht erweitert wird; diese weiteren Argumente
ordnen sich nur einem Teil der Leitwerte bei.
Aus ihnen geht hervor, daB der Tisch heute in
der Volkskultur des slowakischen Dorfes fiir
einen Ort im Haus und in der Wohnung gehal-
ten wird, an dem sich die ganze Familie zur
Ausfithrung der wiirdigsten Handlungen ver-
sammelt; unter ihnen dominiert das Essen und
die gemeinsame Tafel.

Verglichen mit dem Material, das sich auf
den Zeitraum des ersten Viertels, bzw. der er-
sten Hilfte des 20. Jahrhunderts bezieht,
konnte die Autorin eine Verschiebung in der

Gesamtbewertung des Tisches konstatieren,
denn im genannten Zeitraum dominierte noch
die Vorstellung vom Tisch des Hauswirts, vom
Tisch des Hauses. Diese Vorstellung war im
tdglichen Leben vor allem mit dem Wert des
ménnlichen Prestiges verbunden und nur bei
feierlichen Anldssen kam in dieser Vorstellung
auch der Wert der Familiengemeinschaft zur
Geltung (dies alles im Sinne des sog. mytholo-
gischen Plus).

,»Werteknotenpunkt des Tisches in der ge-
genwirtigen traditionellen Kultur* lautet die
Bezeichnung des strahlenférmigen Diagramms
Nr. 2. Diese Abbildung kann man fiir eine
Veranschaulichung der Vorstellungen iiber die
strukturbildenden Faktoren des Wertes und
seiner Quellen halten. Einen Beitrag des
Strahlendiagramms erblicken wir auch darin,
dall wir es auch als Sonde betrachten konnen,
mit der die Tiefe des Eindringens der unter-
suchten Werte in die gegebene Kulturschicht
zur Zeit ihrer Erforschung gemessen werden
kann.

Die Tabelle Nr. 4 stellt das Wertefeld in
konkreten und abstrakten Zusammenhidngen
dar. Die Autorin benannte sie ,,Struktur des
ethischen Wertes und moralische Reichweite
der Werte des Familientisches.”* Die Tabelle
beschreibt analytisch und dokumentiert konk-
ret die Beziehungen und Voraussetzungen der
kulturhistorischen und formal-inhaltlichen Kon-
tinuitdt. Auf ihre Weise reflektiert sie die Ge-
setzméBigkeit der Korrelationen der vollen
Existenz — des Dauerns — der Fortdauer
— und eventuell auch des Untergangs der Er-
scheinung.

Das Diagramm Nr. 3 — ,,Der ethische Wert
des Tisches — vektorformige Beziehungen*
will eine bildliche Darstellung der kumulierten
Ableitung behavioraler Inhalte im traditionel-
len Bewertungsproze3 und auBerhalb dieses
Prozesses sein. Das Diagramm zeigt in
anschaulicher Weise den Reichtum beider Ten-
denzen.

Im letzten Teil ihrer Studie erwigt die Au-
torin eine schriftliche Transmission allzu konk-
reter Typen von Teilwerten in ethnographische

. Klassen. Sie iiberdenkt die technischen und

objektiven Ursachen, die den Ausfall mancher
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Teilwerte des Tisches, besonders seines zere-
moniellen Charakters, aus dem Materialkomp-
lex der Enquete bewirkten. Sie weist darauf
hin, daB der formal-inhaltliche Reichtum der
Funktionen des Tisches im Sinne der kulturhis-
torischen Kontinuitit eine Extrapolation der
zentripetalen Tendenzen im Leben der Familie
darstellt. Seine unterbemessene Bewertung, die
besonders in den neuen stidtischen Verhéltnis-
sen aufscheint, konnte ein Reflex der gerade
entgegengesetzten Tendenzen im Familienleben
sein.

Den in der Studie dargelegten Absichten der
Autorin wire noch hinzuzufiigen, daf sie mit
ihrem Versuch einer Auswertung der Bezie-
hungen durch Extrapolation die Maoglichkeit
sondierte, indirekte objektivisierte Argument
fiir die Verbreitung ethnographischer Vorstel-
lungen iiber die Organisation des Familienle-
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bens in einer fritheren als der rezenten Epoche
zu gewinnen. Das Ergebnis, zu dem sie auf
dem Wege der Deduktion aus den Verinde-
rungen der Wertedominanten des Tisches ge-
langte, faf3t die Autorin so zusammen, daB sie
zur Ansicht jener Autoren hinneigt, die Uber-
legungen iiber das verhaltnismaBig kurze Alter
dieses Mobelstiicks als eines alltdglichen Be-
standteiles der Wohnungseinrichtung anstellen.
In diesem Sinne fiihrt die Autorin die Zeit von
der Mitte des 18. bis zur Mitte des 19. Jahr-
hunderts als Epoche an, in der sich der Tisch
als Mobelstiick im Interieur der Dorfstube sta-
bilisierte. Das wiirde jedoch bedeuten, daB
sein angenommener Patriarchalismus und sein
Prestige sich in einer anderen, bisher noch
nicht evidierten formalen, sachlichen Dominan-
te konstituierte.
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